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Estella Ecker, or E as she prefers to be called, has returned home to Rockfall House along the Hudson River in New York state. This is the one place she would have preferred not to return to, but her domineering and abusive father has died, and her mother is missing. The last time E’s mother was seen, her husband was chasing after her along the ridge overlooking the Hudson River. The father returns without his wife and has a massive stroke and dies a few weeks later without revealing what happened to his wife. It is presumed that she drowned in the Hudson River, but her body was never found; however, the body of another woman was found, who was affiliated with the college. The odd thing about the body was that rocks were sewn into her pockets as if to weigh her down.   
In the meantime, E is managing the house along with the housekeeper Annie. World War II has just started, and money and supplies are in short supply. E is teaching at the college where her father taught, but of course, being a woman, she is not receiving the pay that a male professor would make. She would also like a different office, more suited to her status, but the Dean puts her off, saying the empty rooms were earmarked for other professors or for other purposes. She mentions her father’s library to the Dean and suggests that maybe she will arrange to have a party like her parents used to put on in the Library, and that seems to make him nervous. A little while later, the Dean jumps from his balcony to his death. Why would he do that?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Other odd things occur to E while she continues to look for her mother. The family lawyer, out of the blue, has offered to marry her to help with her financial situation. She sees a sailboat on the river, and it appears that the occupant of the boat is spying on her house. A young professor is starting to show a romantic interest in her, but can she trust him? A basement window is found open, and E wonders if someone has been in the house or plans to enter the house. E has found photos of random people stuck in some of the books in her father’s library of people she does not know, until she finds a photo of the woman found in the Hudson, and a man appears to be attacking her. Why would her father have taken a photo of that or the others that she found? She goes through her father’s dark room and finds the negatives to the photos found in the library, and many more photos. E concludes that her father was blackmailing people in the photos, and that is why he was able to maintain the house and grounds. 
To find out the rest of the story and to figure out the mystery of the dark Library, check out the book, which is located at the Mount Hope Branch Library. 

