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This is a story told through letters. Sybil Van Antwerp is a prolific letter writer. She sits at her desk most mornings and handwrites letters to her brother, children, sister-in-law, various authors, her neighbor, a young boy on the autism spectrum, and to the President of the University, who won’t allow her to audit classes. There are also the letters she receives from the same people, as well as one anonymous letter writer who clearly dislikes her.
From these correspondences, a story is told about the life of Sybil. You learn that she was adopted and has an adopted brother, Felix, who now lives in France with his partner, Stewart. She was married and had three children, one dying tragically at a young age. She was a lawyer and later worked with a judge. You also discover that she is losing her sight, and the effect that it is having on her life. 
You learn about Theodore Lubeck, her neighbor, who escaped with his mother from Germany, leaving a Father and Brother who are eventually interned at Dachau and die there. Theodore looks after Sybil and secretly loves her. Sybil’s other admirer is Mick Watts from Texas, who wants Sybil to marry him and move to Texas.
[bookmark: _GoBack]You discover that Sybil is estranged from her daughter, Fiona, who lives overseas, and is unaware of the miscarriages that she has had. Her son, Bruce, gave her a DNA test kit to see what her ancestry might be since she was adopted. The results from the test are a story in themselves.
 This is a wonderful story of a life lived by an extraordinary woman, if not always well. 
There is a large print copy of this book at Oak Hill and a regular print copy at Fayetteville.



